
July 1, 1996 

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

This letter is to update you as to what will be happening 1l1is coming Summer and later 1l1is year. As you 
read in the Spring '<)6 New\leller, a lot has h;lppened since last I :all. llerc is a hrief sUlIlmary for thosc of you who 
might not have seen Illt: newsletter. 

La.;t Fallllle Coalition of I~akes Against Milfoil (COLAM) and me NYS Department of Environmelwtl 
Conservation (DEC) formed a partncrship to develop a "Pilot Program" to demonstrate llle use of Illc herbicide Sonar 
on two Adironrulck lakes. f:agle lake was choscn as 1l1C site for a whole lake trcatmcnt ancf Lakc George wa~ chosen 
as me site for spot trcaunelllS. WillI llle impl0l11cnwtion of me Pilot Progrmn 011 Eagle Lake, funding is being 
sought. Onc of tlle promising resource~ for 1l1i~ funding is a NYS Dcpartment of Statc "Waterfront Revit:uization 
Grant". WillI funJ\ fmlll Illi\ grCUll Ille lake a~~(l\.·iatilln will be ahle to treat 1l1e Inilfoil prohlem (J';L"kff I) as well as 
initiate 2 oilIer t~Lsk~. 

COLAM alld 1l1e Eagle Lake Propertie~ Owners, Inc. have gaiiledllle cooperation of bOlh lllC NYS DEC 
and ule Adirondack Park Agency (APA) to treat our milfoil prohlem in exchange for the c()o[X?ralion of llle property 
owners around the litke. What does Illis mean"Well, plain and simpk. we will gct our Sonar tJl:aUnent donc at 
I)ttle, ii' any, cost to us ,IS property owners in exch,Ulgefor (lUr help on tlK' rest of the related ta"ks. The Waterfront 
Revitalizalion Grant Application was specifiqtlly wntteil for funding tile Sonartreaunent hut ill order 10 qualify for 
me Grant, we have to demonstrate lliat we arc v.'illing Illloc)k at possibie pollutioil callses Illat arc relate to llle maili 
problem. As an org;mization we have heen t:uking about how (0 deal witll two relatcd projects. These projects are 
me potential pollution of Eagle Lake from storm water run off and septic system\, Funding has heen included in tlle 
gnull to work on these two projecl.S. 

Sincc there is still no ,ipprovcd St:lte hudgct ,lS of thi~ leiter, tlle gran! pmpo!-.al is still being reviewed. We 
have been advi~ed hy the Departmellt of St~ltc to he "hi)!llly optilllisliL''' that our projc!.'l will Ix: fUlltbl becaU\l' our 
proposal is considered to he a very good ill\'C\UIlL'llt for tJlC future of New York Stale, 

As We all know, over lhc years wc have been doing water testillg to lIIollitor fecal colifonn count Wid road 
run off. AIIllOUgh the fecal result~ havc heen excellerll for Ille \asllew year~, we ~lilJ ha\'c a weed prohlcm. In tlle 
past people believed that if you c1eancd up your septic systern\ tlle weed prohlelll would disappear. Since our lake 
widc water tl'\ting results sug)!est olllerwise, willI Ihe help of the NYS DOS gr;ulI we hope to d(KUmcnt once ,Uld 1'01 

alllliat tllis is a f:u\e assumptioll. We have the opportunilY to take tile water tc\tillg one step further ,Uld show 
witilOut a douht lllal it is nO( our septic systems. So we ,t,,!; for your help 10 pm\'e this. 

We havc 3 t,lS!;S to accomplish related 10 1l1C (iranl. Some tasks will need volullleers, some will ask for 
everyone's full cooperation and may unfortunately result in what some would feel to he an invasion of uleir privacy, 
while oilIer tasks will he h,Uldled hy expert.'> in the field. I3clow we havc de\crihed 1l1e t{lsks, ,Uld where needed, 
appealed for your help and cooperatioll. 

Task # 1 will he tlle development ,Uld carrying out of a Milfoil Management Prognun tllf(lUgh me Pilot 
Progr.un. Volunteers will Ix: needcd to continue the water testing tllat has heen done throughout the pm;! several 
years, Jim Davis, Holf Tiedelll;ulII and Paul nurrougll~, along with the hL'lp of otheh, have hel'll taking water 
samples on a regular ba\is. 

Task #2 will be tlle development of a Stonn water M;magemem PIaIl along Route 74. Willi tile assist:ulce 
and guidance of 2 engineers from Intemation:u Paper Company. provided to us at no cost Illrough a Community 
Outreach ProgrlUll, storm watcr samplc\ will hc takcn at ~ locatiom on tlle lake. The ellgilleers havc retjucsted our 
help in assuring Ille samplc\ are l:tken in a timely mallller. They will traill VO\tllltCL'r\ as to how and when sample~ 
need to he dllne. Volunteers arc agaill nceded! Do you have ~ome time availahle, especially durillg or after a 
rainstonn. please call Jim Of Rolf. 

• 



As has been suggested by letters received from the Freshwater Institute for many year~ now, run off from 
tllb road is tllC # I source of potential harmful pollutants to tlle lakl:. The result of tllis ta~k will be tlJe development 
of a management plan to help deal with tlle run off when tlle de~igning of tlle Route 74 Reconstruction Project is 
carried out by NYS in tlle future. 

Task # 3 will be tlle development of a Wastewater Management Program. Thi~ uL~k is tlle one timt each and 
every one of us needs to be and can be active and cooperative in initiating. With tlle assistance of Wayne Wagner, 
Building Inspector for tlle Town of Ticonderoga, a map dl:tailing tllL' W,L\tewater systl:ms around tlle lake will be 
developed. From tllis map a systematic testing strategy will be dl:veloped and carried outLO test septic sysLem~ 
around tlle lake. A plan will be developed to correct systems (if any) that are in need of improvemenl. Financial 
assist;Ulce will be ~ought to help ,my of us wh() have difficulty in correcting our systenls. 

AltlJough tlJis is tlJe task tlJat will be tl1e most difficult olle to accomplish due to the short amount of time 
many families get to spend at tile lake, "we must ask you for your cooperation on tlli~ to insure funding for the whole 
prognun. Yes, tJle milfoil treaunent could be in jeopardy if a "reasonable" amount of infonnation is not gained by 
tJlis task. Even tJlOugh lhi~ task may be a largl: Olle, witlll:ach of us helping out to do our small part, we can indeed 
accomplish our go;t!s WH.l recl:ive tlle·necl:ssary funding to accomplish thelll as well. 

The quality ()f Lallie Lakl: continues to hl: foremost Oil the minds of each oj us who live on or around the 
tlJe lake. The protection of tIle Iakl: environment inl:ssence protcCI.\ our hard e,Ulled investments for future 
generations to come. As wc pmceed tllfOugh UlC I;L\t of tllC 20tIi century we must do what we c;m <t.\ individuals (md 
as a temn to protect what we have and 100·e. In doing so !lIC 21 st century will hold a prolllisl: of excellence. 

·~·Enclosed. Surny Instructions . 

. W~ ask tllat you take" tllC time IIUW ttl fill ~)ut tIlt enclt;sed funn(s), olle for each parcel owned, to thc best of 
your ability and knowlcdg·c. If you do not know some of tIle infonriation v.:c will work Witll you to find it out on 
tJle date you indicate, onthL' sw·vcy, you are ;},·ailahle for testing ami inspection Ple;l,c do not be concerned witil 
tIle qualit): of your skclCh, wc will rcdraw it if lll'Cl'S~afy. Wl: need from you al Ihi~ timc ,I~ /lluch of tIle information 
a, you know <Ulll ran provide I'lca.\l' fl:lurn all of the p:u1\ ()f the l·()Jnplclcd SUfVl'Y by July 20lh to tlle address listed 
below. You will tIll'n he cOilIactcd for your pcrllli~sion 10 rcvicw your sy~ll:lIl at your cOllvl:nil:ncc. Wl: hopl: Wl: 
can complete much of this t;L\k hy summcr\ end. Whcn tllL' task is fully completed you will be provided with a 
copy of tile infoflnaLion for your records. 

Once again tIl<Ulk you for your help ami coupl:ralion in rL'~lOring and prcscrving our lake fur all of u~ and fur 
·our future gcnerations. . . . . 

Sincerely, 

Jim Davis (518) 585-66S6 
Rolf Tiedemann (5 HI) 597-361 S July 3rd - Sepl 1st 
Weed & Pollution Conuol COlIlmittee 

Return enclosed forms to: 
Jim Davis 
Eagle Lake 
HC-OI Box 112-A 

. Ticonderoga. NY 12883-9410 

Enclosure: Waste Water Management Surwy 

• 

Wendy Davis 
Dianne Tiedem;Uln 
Education Commillee 



Waste Water Managenlent Survey 
Conducted at Eagle Lake, Essex County, NY 

Dates available for testing and inspection _____ . _____ _ 

Personal Data 
ELPUI map 

1-opcny Owner location # 
FII:'( L""I 

TotilY's 
)ccupaJlL~ N;uI1e date 

flrsl La.'l 

)/lone # Phone # 
Ea~k LAke 

)~11er's 

nailing No. 

a<Xin:ss 

('III 

Site Data (see page 2) 

Structure Data 

Hull II.." 

SIH'l'l PO Ilux ILlc'. 

~1.llt· 'III) ('udL' 

~lJUclure OcCUP<U1CY • Year round (Clr~k (!lUI(l') Iwaste water system 
• Seasonal • Appro.ximate # of days in'iallatioll date 

!'io. of bcdroom~ I No. oftoi Ie\., 
riallom.t 
!lush _C!J~ 1.5,_<iJ)~.O,_ @5.0 

l'ype of Wa"te WatL'! Systelll·.' 
• Septic tank • # of ILlllh • Tank material • Total gallons 

Il1rl'I.: Ir yt"."/ ('0111.1('1<. PI,I ... IH, t:l, 

• Leach (iell! o Typc • Sizc 
f·nrdc· Ir yl·~) 'lh.'ndll'J Rll'-,('d, ltT,j\t'j pi!' "Il 

o Additional info'! Oilier systems 

ie. Dr\' well. I (oldill!! tank olll\', CO))!J1mtilll! toilet". Sej'laratl' !.!rav water. (lut ()(llJSl', etc. 
L~N Pump Other Mailltcn:Ull'l:/ 
Date .. Mouificati()IIS 

D ,ye Ttl f es norma Ion 
Dye test Dye IDYl' I Applicator ~atc color :unount 

Observati<:m Observation IOb~erver patc resutts 

Past weeh Proper1y ownL'r results NOlifil'l' ------- -_._- --------

ainfall lIotilicatJ()J1 ll;)lc Notificati()11 r-.ktJ)(lll 

Notes IRecommendations 

1----1 
Flk' E!.POr Se.:rrlary Records. SUflt')'S Doalsl W.ller. \\'.lSlt· W.lil'r SU\ 0)(, 

• 



Site Data Description 

Rain water/ gutter drain provision _____________________ _ 

Site erosion control towards lake "' Bern". Ve~cldll"". Rlp-r,lp. Et.:. _____________ _ 

Fertilizer use within SO() ft of lake (Yes Of No) m<lt' amount used ______ . ______ _ 

In the space hdow sketch, to rough scale, the waste wata system layout at your 
propclly. Show the foot print of the house, location of the house with respect to the'lake; 
your drive way, and where applicahlc the main road, rough property lines if within 500 ft 
of system parts, location of holding.! septic tank, dislJihution hox and leach 1idd. Label 
parts for clarity of idcntification IncludL' un thl' skctch any uthn information that applies to 
the waste water disposal systclll. Such as separalL' gray waIn systems and storm water run 

. off disposal methuds. 

Do the best you can with the ~ketch. we will redraw it as necessary when yuursystcll1 is reviewed. Please fiJI out as 
much info. as possiblc, somc Ill" it is better thell IWlle. alld will get the project started. Try tll rl.!turIl the furm to; 
Jim I>a\'is, Eagle Lake, He-Ol BIIX 112-A, Ticonderoga, NY 12!HU·t).HO hy July 20th. late 
forms will he accepted. 

2 
File: ELPOI Secretary Records. Surveys Boalsi Waler. Wasle Wolrr Su\ 9(, 
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